ORDERNO. 200527 -0\

AN ORDER OF THE COMMISSIONERS COURT OF GAINES COUNTY,
TEXAS: (1) APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE GAINES COUNTY,
TEXAS DISASTER DECLARATION NO. 10 REGARDING THE COVID-
19 PUBLIC HEALTH EPIDEMIC AND EMERGENCY, AND THE
EXECUTION AND IMPLEMENTATION THEREOF BY THE COUNTY
JUDGE; AND (2) ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND
COMPLIANCE WITH THE TEXAS OPEN MEETING ACT.

WHEREAS, Gaines County, Texas (“County”) is a county of the State of Texas, having
been duly created and organized under the constitution and laws of Texas, and further, the
Gaines County Commissioners Court (“Commissioners Court”) is the governing body of said
County; and

WHEREAS, it is recognized by the national and international public health professions
that a novel coronavirus currently exists called Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus
2 (currently designated in those professions as SARS-CoV2) which causes the diseasc now
recognized worldwide as “COVID-19;” and

WHEREAS, the symptoms of COVID-19 can range from mild to severe illness and
cause further complications including death, and further, the COVID-19 virus is highly
contagious and primarily is transmitted between people in close contact through respiratory
droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 has been declared an epidemic and global pandemic by the
World Hcalth Organization, and further, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(“CDC,” an administrative agency of the United States Department of Health and Human
Services) advised that person to person contact presents great risk of COVID-19 transmission
between humans; and

WHEREAS, the Governor of Texas has issued prior and active disaster declarations for
the State of Texas regarding the existing COVID-19 epidemic, pursuant to Chapter 418 of the
Texas Government Code and other authority, containing among other things (1) provisions
stating that COVID 19 is recognized globally as a contagious respiratory virus and is an
imminent threat to all counties in Texas, (2) provisions stating that COVID-19 was recognized
by the Texas Department of Health Services as a public health disaster within the meaning of
Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and (3) certain conduct restrictions and
prohibitions designed to improve public health and prevent or decrease the transmission of
COVID-19 in Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court by this order, and pursuant to Chapter 418 and
other authority, desires in the public interest to approve, adopt, implement, and enforce the
County’s Disaster Declaration No. 10 regarding the existing COVID-19 epidemic and public
health emergency, in the form and scope described in the attached Exhibit A (“Disaster
Declaration No. 10”), among other things to (1) prevent or decrease the transmission of
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COVID-19 in Gaines County, Texas, and (2) protect the public, including County staff, from the
devastating effects of COVID-19 on public health, community welfare, and the local economy;
and

WHEREAS, the approval, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of Disaster
Declaration No. 10 and this order shall accomplish or substantially achieve all public purposes
therein described.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED by the Gaines County
Commissioners Court, for and on behalf of said County and in the public interest, as follows:

(1) Unless otherwise designated, the past, present, or future tense shall each
include the other, the masculine, feminine, or neuter gender shall each
include the other, and the singular and plural number shall each include
the other, where necessary for a correct meaning.

(2)  The caption and preliminary recitals of this order, and all attached
documents, are incorporated by reference.

(3)  The Commissioners Court hereby approves and adopts in all things the
execution, implementation, and enforcement of the County’s Disaster
Declaration No. 10 regarding the existing COVID-19 epidemic and
public health emergency, in the form and scope described in Exhibit A.

(4)  The Commissioners Court orders that: (a) the Gaines County Judge shall
(i) properly execute and implement Disaster Declaration No. 10 in the
form and scope described in Exhibit A, and (ii) timely initiate and
complete on behalf of the County and as allowed by law all tasks
necessary or desired to accomplish the filing, distribution, and
implementation of the Disaster Declaration No. 10 in the public interest;
and (b) the County’s staff and legal counsel shall assist the County Judge
in the timely initiation and completion of all necessary or desired tasks
described in this instrument.

(5) Al notice and conditions prccedent for the lawful enactment, approval,
and adoption of this order and Disaster Declaration No. 10 have been
timely accomplished.

(6)  This order shall take effect immediately from and after its passage.

2

ORDER APPROVING COVID-19 DISASTER DECLARATION NO. 10



(7)  This matter was ordered, approved, and adopted at a public meeting held
in compliance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code, the Texas
Open Meetings Act.

ORDERED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED onthe 27 day of May, 2020.

THE COMMISSIONERS COURT OF
GAINES COUNTY, TEXAS

T WV

Tom Keyes, County Judge
Gaines County, Texas

rian Rosson, County Commissioner, Precinct 1

TESIE

Cralg Bel unty Commissioner, Precinct 2
AIMe; County, Texas

#Vid Murphree, County Commissioner, Precinct 3

m

Biz Ho , County Comrﬁi'ssioner, Precinct 4
Gaines Cotnity, Texas

ATTEST:

Terr’Berry, County Clerk o
» Deputy County Clerk

Gaines County, Texas
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